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1. Three possible positions in the next Liberal Party cabinet have been mentioned 
for OGATA Taketora (4872/2455/4554/5706) , former -editor-in-chief of Asahi Shifflbun 
and president of the Information Bureau of the government during the war: Prime 

Minister, Minister of Defense, and Minister of Education. ' 

•••:./ - o v 

5. OGATA r is popular with present-day rightists in general. He is in contact with 
leading members of the -pre-war Geryo-sha, in particular with SASAKAWA Ryoichi 
( /l 5 57/53 28/0001) and KDDAMA Yos hio (0348/3768/6235/1807) . His contact with form-J 
er military figures is not direct, but is closely maintained througiteTAJUYAMA Tahei 
( 7559 /I 472 /II 29 /I 627 ), an influential but relatively unknown pro-militarist who was 
active before the war. TAXAYAMA ,‘vas close to Generals MINAMI Jiro, StJGIYAMA Hajime,| 
and ANAMI Korechika, and has introduced OGATA to former Colonel TSUJI Masanobu. 

1. Source Comment : OGATA is a sincere and patriotic man, but his assumption 

of either position, Prime Minister or Minister of Defense, would create a dan- 
ger to Japan and to US-Japanese relations. OGATA cannot say no; he is sur- ^ 
rounded by former rightists and military men. It is possible that his judgeinen|t 
would be controlled by these men and it .is also possible that he would be too 
weak to act decisively . if a coup were attempted. A story illustrative of his 
indecision: When, in the fall of 1942 OGATA toured southeast Asia, he was showb 

; top secret documents which shoved clearly that Japan would lose' the war. 0GATA| 

' recognized this fact but did nothing to bring about surrender when he returned 
to Tokyo. o. . 
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